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The information in this presentation is confidential and proprietary to SAP and may not be disclosed without 

the permission of SAP. This presentation is not subject to your license agreement or any other service or 

subscription agreement with SAP. SAP has no obligation to pursue any course of business outlined in this 

document or any related presentation, or to develop or release any functionality mentioned therein. This 

document, or any related presentation and SAP's strategy and possible future developments, products and 

or platforms directions and functionality are all subject to change and may be changed by SAP at any time 

for any reason without notice. The information in this document is not a commitment, promise or legal 

obligation to deliver any material, code or functionality.  This document is provided without a warranty of any 

kind, either express or implied, including but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness 

for a particular purpose, or non-infringement.  This document is for informational purposes and may not be 

incorporated into a contract. SAP assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in this document, except 

if such damages were caused by SAP´s willful misconduct or gross negligence. 

 

All forward-looking statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results 

to differ materially from expectations. Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-

looking statements, which speak only as of their dates, and they should not be relied upon in making 

purchasing decisions. 

 

Legal disclaimer 
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BI 4.1 is available on SMP! 

BI 4.1 

RTC 

May 10 

Ramp-up (KPI based) 
Final 

Validation 

• Ramp up program ended 3 months early: all KPIs have been met 

• Very positive customer feedback, who estimate that the quality is better 

than 4.0 FP3 

• One customer live with more than 10.000 users already 

• BI 4.1 SP1 (2?) is released, available as a full build on SMP 

GA! 
End RTC 

Program (based 

on KPIs) 
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BI 4.1 Ramp-up Results 

• Number of customer go-live in time 120% of target 

• General customer feedback is that stability even better than BI 4.0 

FP3 

• Several live customers with 1000+ users, including one customer 

with 10,000+ users 

• 30% of customers live are from EMEA 
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SAP BI 4 Adoption 

• 4000+ customers 

productive with BI 4.x 

• 6000 estimated at the end 

of 2013  
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Key Business Intelligence Themes 
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SAP BusinessObjects BI 4.1 

Support of both 
net new and 

updated 
platforms 

Focus on 
quality and 
innovation 

deserving of a 
professional 

grade BI 
platform 

New capabilities 
around self-

service, 
dashboarding 
and mobile BI 

First point 
release of SAP’s 
market leading 

Business 
Intelligence 

Suite 

4.1 

All existing XI 
R2 and XI3 

customers can 
migrate to this 

newest platform 
of SAP’s BI 

Suite 

Core stability 
and capability 
improvements 

from new 
innovations to 

incremental 
product 

advances from 
4.0 to re-

introduced 
features from 

XI3 
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SAP BusinessObjects BI 4.x:  technology platform 

Enterprise 
Portals 

Microsoft 
Office 

On Demand 
Services 

Browsers Mobile Devices 

ERP 
SAP Business Suite 

Oracle E-Business Suite 

PeopleSoft 

JD Edwards 

Unstructured data in 

Social Media and 

Hadoop 

OLAP Cubes 

Embedded  
Content 

Microsoft 

 Excel 
Oracle, IBM DB2, 

Microsoft SQL Server 

and other relational data 

sources 

Universe Semantic Layer 

Business Intelligence Platform 

EDW 
SAP NetWeaver BW 

Teradata 

Other data warehouses 

SAP HANA Platform 

Self-service Dashboards and apps Reporting 
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Features by product areas 

SAP BusinessObjects BI platform 

 Core BI platform 

 Self-service access to SAP BusinessObjects BI (BI launch pad) 

 BI Workspaces 

 Semantic Layer 

SAP BusinessObjects BI client tools delivered with BI 4.1 

 SAP BusinessObjects Crystal Reports for Enterprise 

 SAP BusinessObjects Web Intelligence 

 SAP BusinessObjects Explorer 

 SAP Business Objects Dashboards 

 SAP BusinessObjects Analysis, edition for OLAP 

SAP BusinessObjects BI clients supported by BI 4.1 

 SAP Lumira 

 SAP BusinessObjects Analysis, edition for MSFT Office 1.4 

 SAP BusinessObjects Design Studio 1.2 

 SAP Business Objects Mobile BI 5.0 

 SAP BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence 3.1 SP6  FP6.1  
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4.1 Focus on Quality 

Massive engineering focus on BI 4.0 customer feedback 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forward fit to BI 4.1 SP1 includes:  

 4.0 SP6 

 4.0 SP05 up to patch 5.7 

 4.0 SP04 up to patch 4.13 
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• SUP 2.2 & SUP cloud support 

• QR Code & Barcode Scan Support 

• Android for WebI & Dashboards 

• Single Sign-on 

• Automatic universe generation 

on HANA views 

• Crystal Reports direct access to 

Analytic & Calculated Views 

incl. hierarchies & variables 

• RESTful Services, SL 

Authoring, WebI, 

Mobile, Mobile 

Dashboards, etc. 

• Offline mobile  

and desktop 

dashboards 

• More visualizations 

• Simplified deployment 

and migration tools 

• More Multi-tenancy 

features 

• RTL in CR, WebI, 

Launchpad & Mobile 

• Oracle Exadata, 

Oracle OLAP, Oracle 

Essbase, Hadoop on 

Amazon Elastic 

MapReduce, Teradata 

14, Teradata OLAP, 

OData, XML, Web 

Services 

• Variable Variant 

Support (A OLAP, 

Design Studio) 

• Publishing (A Office) 

• Convert analysis to 

Mobile (A OLAP, A 

Office) 

• Combine Universes 

with BEx Queries to 

abstract the field 

names 

SAP BusinessObjects BI 4.1 
Summary of new features 
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Support for new data sources 

Big Data Ready 

• Hadoop with Hive on Amazon EMR 

New non-relational sources 

•oData 

•XML and web services (SOAP) 

New relational sources 

•Teradata 14 / SSO for Teradata 

•Oracle Exadata 

•SQL Server 2012 

•DB2 10 for zOS via JDBC, DB2 for zOS 10.1,  

DB2 LUW 10 & 10.1, DB2 for i v7.1 

•Sybase ASE 15.7, SSO for Sybase IQ 

•Oracle via ODBC (in addition to OCI and JDBC) 

•PostgreSQL 9 

•Greenplum 4.1 & 4.2 

All together  

- 13 vendors 

- 30 sources (plus the generic drivers) 

- Several versions 

A total of 191 possible combinations 
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WebI: Quality, Performance and Enhancements 

 Custom color palettes 

 Freeze table headers 

 Enhanced merge of hierarchies 

 Edit merged objects 

 Select members in lists of values in formula editor 

 Create/edit BW/BEx reports: up to 80% faster than 4.0 to open query panel with 

BW 7.30 

 Refresh BW/BEx reports with variables: up to 50% than 4.0 to refresh reports 

with variables, and display variable  

 See youtube video for more details 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nuui8XAS6pk&feature=share&list=PLs5htBIwERYUjNLyWJR2g2U2aSWPzJBou
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nuui8XAS6pk&feature=share&list=PLs5htBIwERYUjNLyWJR2g2U2aSWPzJBou
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nuui8XAS6pk&feature=share&list=PLs5htBIwERYUjNLyWJR2g2U2aSWPzJBou
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Migrate Desktop Intelligence users 
Desktop Intelligence Compatibility Pack (DCP) 

Provides Desktop Intelligence users with the 

ability to work with BI 4.1 

 Desktop Intelligence users and reports are managed from 

the 4.1 management console 

 Limited viewing of DeskI reports in Infoview (no DeskI 

server processes), need pdf output 

 Desktop Intelligence report scheduling limited to Windows 

scheduling 

Availability with XI 3.1 Fix Pack 6.1 and above 

No change to Desk 3.x end of support (2017) 

BI 4.1 

DCP 

DeskI  

XI 3.1 SP6 

Server 

Client 
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Support the Developer Community 

Full SDKs for Platform, Crystal, WebI and Semantic Layer 

Embed Web Intelligence functionality with RESTful Web services API 

 Create/consume/schedule documents 

 Create/edit data providers 

Personalize Web Intelligence user experience 

 Control UI elements and functions / User-based settings in CMC 
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Simplify Global Deployments 

Deploy to Arabic countries 

Right-to-left user experience 

 Arabic locale triggers right-to-left user interface1  

 Document created in Arabic locale reads right-to-left  

Arabic support 

 

 

 

 

(1): Rich client and applet interface only 

 

Hebrew support coming in 4.1 SP3 
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BI 4.1 New features by product 

Platform 

• Tenant-based session 

management 

• 3rd party authentication auto-

mapping 

• Simplified/parallel install 

Universe Semantic Layer 

• HANA variables and 

input parameters 

• .unx Java SDK 

• Data Fed Designer in IDT 

• Auto HANA .unx creation 

Upgrade Management Tool 

• Service dependency check 

Web Intelligence 

• RESTful Web services 

• Freeze Header 

• Custom Palettes 

• Relational Query Stripping 

(including HANA) 

Explorer 

• E-Views in BI Workspaces 

• Free facet loading 

• Explorer in MobI 

• Object remapping 

• .unv support 

Dashboards 

• Offline 

• Refresh on device  

Analysis for OLAP 

• Essbase Support 

• RRI & OpenDoc 

• Variants 

• Prompt Merging 

• Manual Prompts 

CR for Enterprise 

• Join modeled and un-

modeled sources 

• HANA OLAP access 

• Freehand SQL 
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BI Platform: Lower TCO, JAM 

integration 

BI Clients: enhancements, Right 

to Left 

Full APIs: WebI, Crystal, SL and 

platform 

DeskI Compatibility Pack 

Mobile BI 5 

Design Studio 1.1 

Lumira Desktop 1 SP11 and 

cloud 

Analysis Office 1.4 

 

Enhancements 

DeskI features in WebI 

Mobile BI 5.1 

Design Studio 1.2 

Lumira Desktop 1 SP13 

and server 

Analysis Office 1.5 

This is the current state of planning and  may be changed by SAP at any time. 

BI 4.1 SP2 
 

WebI Customer 

Connection ERs 

Lumira Server 

Optimize for Hana 

Design Studio 1.3 

Next releases of Mobile 

and Lumira 

Next Version 

BI 4 Suite roadmap 

New! 

New! 

New! 

BI 4.1 SP1 



© 2014 SAP AG. All rights reserved. 19 SAP Internal or NDA 

Web Intelligence enhancement requests 
Example: remaining Desktop Intelligence features 

Desktop Intelligence feature 
Planned  availability in  

Web Intelligence 

Custom grouping Planned 4.1 SP2 

Excel data provider Planned 4.1 SP2 

Export to HTML Planned 4.1 SP2 via REST API 

Scheduling with export to HTML Planned 4.1 SP2 via REST API 

Scheduling with export to TXT Planned 4.1 SP2 

Free-Hand SQL Next release 12 to 18 months 

This is the current state of planning and  may be changed by SAP at any time. 

Core 
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Allowing Users to Build & Share their story 
Self 

Service 

• Easily organize your analysis to tell a story 

• Pick a template for print or mobile consumption, customize 

formatting 

• Share with colleagues (team or secured by IT) 

This is the current state of planning and  may be changed by SAP at any time. 
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Data Acquisition Overview 
Many Input Sources – Including BOE Universes 

SAP BI 4 

Landscape 

Loc

al 

Vie

w 

SAP HANA 
Relational 

DBs 
Application 

Data 
XLS/CSV 

Relational 

DB 

Relational 

DB 

BOE 3.x and BI 4.x 

Universes 

User sourced 

direct connectivity 

HANA 

Online 
HANA 

Offline 

Lumira 

Desktop 
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Publishing SAP Lumira Content 
Sharing Insights Across the Organization 

SAP BI 4 

Landscape 

Loc

al 

Vie

w 

SAP HANA 

Relational 

DB 

Relational 

DB 

Explorer 

Information 

Spaces 

Datasets or  

SVID Files 

HANA Dataset 

HANA View 

  SAP 
Lumira Cloud 

SVID 

Files 

CSV 
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Enabling the Enterprise Self-service 

Customers want: 

 

AGILITY for business users  

+ 
The ability to SCALE and GOVERN BI 

strategically across the organization.  

A
g
ility

 fo
r B

u
s
in

e
s
s
 U

s
e
rs

 

Enterprise scale and governance 

Traditional BI 

Excel 

Data  

Discovery 

Enterprise 

Self-Service 

Self 

Service 
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Example: Dashboard with internal and external data 

sources 

24 

Weather data 

Social media 

Internal operational data 

Customer feedback 



40+ years of innovation, and 

we’re just getting started. 

Join us in our world-changing journey! 
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